
MAY  2019  PALESTINIAN JUSTPEACE  UPDATE 

A UN human rights commission of inquiry found last month that Israel may 
have committed war crimes, resulting in the deaths of 189 Palestinians, 
within the period from March 30 to December 31, 2018. The inquiry found 
“reasonable grounds to believe that Israeli snipers shot at children, medics 
and journalists, even though they were clearly recognizable as such.”  

Activists committed to justice for Palestinians must continually correct 
Israeli proponents’ misleading statements and outright falsehoods.  Roger 
Sheety wrote a fascinating article in the The Palestine Chronicle correcting 
over 25 terms used to “fabricate and perpetuate myths.”  Sheety goes on to 
say that the United States “has given Israel over $233.7 billion in military 
and other aid since 1948…. provides special treatment for Israeli 
companies….and which gives it unlimited diplomatic cover and support.” 

Adding insult to injury the Trump administration released a map of the 
Golan Heights (captured from Syria in 1967) showing it now a part of Israeli 
territory!  

Susan Koppelman reported a local BDS victory.  Metro entered into a 
signed contract with MV Transportation for Access Service in King County 
and Veolia will no longer serve Metro. Veolia is a BDS target due to its 
illegal light rail projects connecting Jerusalem to colonial settlements.   

The ACLU filed a federal lawsuit against an Arizona law requiring all state 
contractors to certify that they aren’t boycotting Israel.  ACLU won in 
September 2018, but the decision was appealed. 

That appeal will be argued at the 9th Circuit Court and it happens that the 
case will be argued in Seattle at the US Appeals Court, 1010 5th Ave, 
on Thursday June 6, probably at 9:00 AM.  This will be a very high 
stakes case because the 9th Circuit decision could impact anti-BDS and 
anti-boycott laws throughout the nine western states of the 9th circuit.   

We need to fill the courtroom. Pro-apartheid forces will certainly be 
present, and if I’m remembering correctly, the gallery is not large. If you can 
be available on the morning of June 6 for this important event, please plan 
to arrive early.  If there are changes in the time, you will be notified. 
 
Ed Crouch with thanks to Ramzy Baroud, Dr. Rennie Coit, and Ed Mast. 
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